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BRC Clinical Research Fellows Education 

and Training  Newsletter  

Winter 2019/2020 

 

 Welcome to the quarterly newsletter of the NIHR Biomedical Research Centre 

at The Royal Marsden and The Institute of Cancer Research, London 
 

1. News 

2. Upcoming Courses/ Events 

3. Career Development Support and Resources 

4. Career Opportunities 

 

Send your clinical research stories for the next edition to Digby Ingle, BRC Learning and 

Development Manager 

 

1. News 
 

Training and Education at the NIHR BRC at The Royal Marsden and the ICR 

 

 New Athena SWAN Silver Award  (Oct 2019) recognises the ICR’s work on diversity 
and access to opportunities.  

 

 Over 50 radiotherapy professionals attended our ‘Magnetic Resonance Image 
Guided Radiotherapy’ training course, led by The Royal Marsden and the ICR (Oct 
2019).   

 

 The latest edition of Advance magazine profiles 
Dr Ben Challoner (right) and his experience on the 
Molecular Pathology Starter Programme.   

 

 Highlights from the NCRI Conference 
(Glasgow, Nov 2019) 

 
o Professor Nicholas Turner was a key speaker, 

discussing treatment strategies to tackle 
breast cancer heterogeneity.  

 
o NCRI summary blog – featuring highlights from presentations from 

researchers from The Royal Marsden and the ICR. 

 

https://www.cancerbrc.org/my-account
mailto:digby.ingle@rmh.nhs.uk
https://www.icr.ac.uk/news-archive/new-athena-swan-silver-recognises-icr-s-work-on-diversity-and-access-to-opportunities
https://www.cancerbrc.org/news-events/news/sharing-our-expertise-magnetic-resonance-image-guided-radiotherapy
https://www.cancerbrc.org/news-events/news/sharing-our-expertise-magnetic-resonance-image-guided-radiotherapy
https://www.cancerbrc.org/supporting-specialists
https://conference.ncri.org.uk/
https://conference.ncri.org.uk/
https://www.icr.ac.uk/blogs/science-talk/page-details/ncri-2019-what-patients-want-and-new-territory-in-cancer-research-looking-back-over-a-packed-three-days?utm_source=Newsletters&utm_campaign=671fecea0a-science-highlights-2019-11-14&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bbfaf526e0-671fecea0a-102507437
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o Professor NicolaValeri was awarded the BACR/AstraZeneca Young Scientist 

Frank Rose Award  for his significant contributions to translational research 

through work using organoids. Prof. Valeri was interviewed by the ICR following 

the award presentation, where he discusses his research. Watch the interview 

here.  

 

 Nicholas James has joined the ICR as Professor of Prostate and Bladder Cancer 
Research in the Division of Radiotherapy and Imaging.  

 
 Dr Rebekah Law, BRC Clinical Research Fellow (below): presenting the PIONEER 

study at the San Antonio Breast Cancer Symposium (Dec 2019):   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust has retained its ‘Outstanding’ 

rating as a Trust and ‘Outstanding’ rating for being well led following an inspection by 

the Care Quality Commission in September and November 2019. Inspectors noted that 

the Trust has ‘a strong national and international reputation for research’.  

 
Workforce Infrastructure 
 
 NHSX's new £250m national artificial intelligence laboratory launched (Aug 

2019).   

 

 HEE Progress update on Phase 1 of the Cancer Workforce Plan (Aug 2019).  
 

 Government announces new funding to boost cancer diagnosis (Sep 2019). The 

plan is to replace ageing MRI machines, CT scanners, and breast screening equipment to 

improve the quality and speed of diagnosis, as well as providing a personal training 

budget of £1000 for AHPs, including radiographers.   

 

https://www.bacr.org.uk/awards-/bacr-astrazeneca-young-scientist-frank-rose-award
https://www.bacr.org.uk/awards-/bacr-astrazeneca-young-scientist-frank-rose-award
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQDNCDHWxq0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQDNCDHWxq0&feature=youtu.be
https://nexus.icr.ac.uk/News/Pages/ICR-welcomes-new-Team-Leader-Nicholas-James-.aspx
https://www.cancerbrc.org/news-events/news/dr-rebekah-law-presenting-pioneer-study-san-antonio-breast-cancer-symposium
https://www.cancerbrc.org/news-events/news/dr-rebekah-law-presenting-pioneer-study-san-antonio-breast-cancer-symposium
https://www.royalmarsden.nhs.uk/specialist-cancer-trust-retains-its-outstanding-rating
https://www.royalmarsden.nhs.uk/specialist-cancer-trust-retains-its-outstanding-rating
https://healthtech.blog.gov.uk/2019/08/08/introducing-nhsxs-new-national-artificial-intelligence-laboratory/
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/documents/Cancer%20Workforce%20Plan%20phase%201%20progress%20update%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-pledges-funding-for-cancer-screening-overhaul
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 NIHR Researchfish Update Oct 2019.  Researchfish allows information capture 

from researchers and trainees on the outputs, outcomes and impact of NIHR awards. The 

information gathered is then reported to both the Government and the public to 

demonstrate the need for further pioneering research for the benefit of patients, the 

public and the economy.  

  
 The NIHR has joined forces with NHS England and NHS Improvement to 

launch a new open competition to designate the next round of Academic Health Science 

Centres in England  

(Oct 2019).  
 

 New NIHR centre for public involvement and research dissemination will 
open a new, single centre (April 2020) to develop and enhance the ways that patients, 
carers, and the public can partner with the NIHR to advance research.  

 

 

2. Upcoming Courses/ Events 

 
For all training course and events, visit the BRC Training Hub 

 
Internal Courses 

 

 Imperial AHSC (in conjunction with The Royal Marsden) Starting Out in Research 
course. Free course delivered across 3 days:  Tuesday 17 March, Tuesday 21 April, Tuesday 
5 May 2020  
 

 AcoRD – understanding research costs categorisation and attribution training workshop 
on Friday 21 February 2020, Tuesday 21 July 2020 and Monday 19 October 2020 (all 
Sutton). Contact Lisa Leavey to book a place. 

 

 Magnetic Resonance Image Guided Radiotherapy (MRIgRT), 28-29 September 
2020 - Registration will open Spring 2020, The Royal Marsden and the ICR (Sutton).    

 
External Courses 
 

 RDS London events  

 

 RDS London - Implementing patient and public involvement in research 
workshops 
There will be six sessions held throughout the year. Registration for the first three 
sessions is now available.     

 ‘Research but not as we know it’: Managing novel methods in research 

symposium on 02 March 2020, London.  

 Academy of Medical Sciences Clinical Academics in Training Annual Conference 

(CATAC). 

https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/nihr-researchfish-update-2019/22483
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/news/nihr-teams-up-with-nhs-england-and-nhs-improvement-to-support-elite-university-nhs-partnerships/22499
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/news/work-begins-on-developing-a-single-new-nihr-centre-that-will-lead-public-involvement-and-research-dissemination-for-nihr-from-april-2020/21924
https://www.cancerbrc.org/brc-training-hub
https://www.cancerbrc.org/brc-training-hub/training-courses-and-events
mailto:lisa.leavey@rmh.nhs.uk
https://www.icr.ac.uk/studying-and-training/opportunities-for-clinicians/radiotherapy-and-imaging-training-courses/magnetic-resonance-image-guided-radiotherapy-(mrigrt)
https://www.rds-london.nihr.ac.uk/events/
https://nihr.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=457f7cf6889fefcf3ab23d5c9&id=ef791acbb7&e=77d5d63308
https://nihr.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=457f7cf6889fefcf3ab23d5c9&id=ef791acbb7&e=77d5d63308
http://www.rdforum.nhs.uk/content/nhs-rd-forum-event-detail/?id=3524
http://www.rdforum.nhs.uk/content/nhs-rd-forum-event-detail/?id=3524
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06 May 2020, Bristol. Find out more and register for the CATAC Annual 
Conference 
 

 
3. Career Development Support and Resources 

 
BRC Resources 

 

 Acknowledging the NIHR BRC and Open Access guidelines  
 

 New SOP Obtaining Approval to Submit Research Grant Funding Applications Policy 
2164 (Dec 2019) Available on The Royal Marsden Intranet.   

 
External Resources 
 

 NIHR RDS drop-in sessions at centres across London – offers researchers the 
opportunity to talk to experts about their funding application or starting a research study.   
A request support service is also provided.   
 

 The NIHR Research Design Service (RDS) South East has compiled a handy guide for 
anyone considering applying for an NIHR fellowship. 

 

 Research collaborations: a guide for early career researchers has been written 
by 52 PhD students from across Europe, who attended a week-long doctoral summer 
school organised by the League of European Research Universities. 

 
 RDS blog: Sample size (Nov 2019). Nick Taub, Senior Adviser in Medical Statistics 

discusses Minimum Clinically Important Difference - a key aspect of any study that 

evaluations a healthcare intervention.  

 

 The NIHR have published new guidance notes: 
- Studies within a Trial (SWAT) (published 18/7/19) 
- Impact and Value Report  (published 12/7/19) 
- Optimising the Participant in Research Experience Checklist (published 

11/7/19) 
- The five most common impact mistakes in NIHR applications (published 

5/7/19) 
- Building a research career (published 24/6/19)  
- Clinical Trials Guide (published 24/6/19)  
- FAQs: CL and ACF (published 19/6/19)  
- NIHR Fellowships Summary (published 12/6/19) 
- NIHR Pre-doctoral Fellowships Guidance Notes (published 12/6/19)    

 

https://acmedsci.ac.uk/grants-and-schemes/events/catac
https://acmedsci.ac.uk/grants-and-schemes/events/catac
https://www.cancerbrc.org/about-us/acknowledging-nihr-brc
https://www.rds-london.nihr.ac.uk/news/event-type/drop-in-sessions/
https://www.rds-se.nihr.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/Fellowships-pack_v1.4_new-links_14_08_19_EDHM.pdf
https://global.ed.ac.uk/features/leru-guide-to-research-collaboration?utm_campaign=1143501_Research%20and%20Innovation%20Bulletin%20-%20Vol%2010%20Issue%2020%20%2809-10-2019%29&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Dotmailer&dm_i=4JL6,OIBX,4Z26UF,2W9BA,1
https://www.rdsblog.org.uk/sample-size-what-difference-matters
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/studies-within-a-trial-swat/21512
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/impact-and-value-report/21427
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/optimising-the-participant-in-research-experience-checklist/21378
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/the-five-most-common-impact-mistakes-in-nihr-applications/21320
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/building-a-research-career/20571
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/clinical-trials-guide/20595
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/faq-cl-and-acf-2019/20230
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/nihr-fellowships-summary/19900
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/nihr-pre-doctoral-fellowships-guidance-notes/19903
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 A new set of NIHR Integrated Academic Training (IAT) Programme in 
England guidelines have been published (see below) (Nov, 2019). The table below 
show simplified overviews of the IAT pathways for doctors indicating the range of 
awards available to support clinical academic training and facilitate career 
progression.      

 

 
 NIHR have launched DeLVE - a Dedicated Learning Virtual Environment 

designed to provide research communities with a carefully curated library of learning 
materials from a range of sources.   

 Latest additions  from the NHS R&D Development Forum Resource Exchange 
 

 New KPMG report highlights how NIHR support for clinical research benefits 

the UK economy and NHS. It shows during 2016-19, clinical research supported by 

the NIHR CRN generated an estimated £8bn of gross value added (GVA) and 47,467 

full time equivalent (FTE) jobs for the UK.  The report also indicates that NHS 

involvement in commercial contract clinical trials brings in £355m and saves the NHS 

£28.6m annually. These financial benefits are reaped by research units across The 

Royal Marsden who deliver commercial contract research as part of a balanced 

portfolio. 

 NHSX AI Report (Oct 2019) A stocktake of how Artificial Intelligence (AI) is 
currently being developed in the NHS; what the greatest opportunities and risks 
are; and what challenges developers in this field face. 

 

 Nature Cancer article published (Jan 2020) ‘Securing the future of the 

clinician-scientist’.  

 British Journal of Cancer article (Jan 2020) Effective delivery of Complex 
Innovative Design (CID) cancer trials—A consensus statement. 
Article highlights new recommendations for cancer trials, made by the NIHR-

https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/iat-guide/22494
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/iat-guide/22494
https://dev.learn-sand.nihr.ac.uk/
http://www.rdforum.nhs.uk/content/resource-exchange-latest-additions/
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/news/new-report-highlights-how-nihr-support-for-clinical-research-benefits-the-uk-economy-and-nhs/22489
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/news/new-report-highlights-how-nihr-support-for-clinical-research-benefits-the-uk-economy-and-nhs/22489
https://www.nhsx.nhs.uk/assets/NHSX_AI_report.pdf
https://www.nhsx.nhs.uk/assets/NHSX_AI_report.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43018-019-0005-y.epdf?shared_access_token=OXKvDHXLwmJ5g8P0XcozidRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0MaTcsUJKGrsjH9Lj57us2idbtEu5wzUltcj9R0djzh69ePeozXdOo7iynGkgRP8KD-5gMT9eL7oOAFO0p_nq0_pdCa2MUhmpqp5DauiTeYOQ%3D%3D
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43018-019-0005-y.epdf?shared_access_token=OXKvDHXLwmJ5g8P0XcozidRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0MaTcsUJKGrsjH9Lj57us2idbtEu5wzUltcj9R0djzh69ePeozXdOo7iynGkgRP8KD-5gMT9eL7oOAFO0p_nq0_pdCa2MUhmpqp5DauiTeYOQ%3D%3D
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41416-019-0653-9
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41416-019-0653-9
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funded Experimental Cancer Medicine Centre (ECMC) network, which could 
reduce the time it takes to get innovative treatments to patients with cancer. 
CID Trial Pathway (adapted from the NIHR Clinical Trials Toolkit Routemap):  

 

 

4. Career Opportunities 
 

 The HRA have released a call for the recruitment of new members to 

Research Ethics Committees (REC). For more information click here.  

 

 The NIHR are recruiting external peer reviewers. They help the NIHR at 

every stage of the research process.  

 

 

Send your clinical research stories for the next edition to Digby Ingle, BRC Learning and 

Development Manager 

 

https://www.hra.nhs.uk/about-us/committees-and-services/res-and-recs/become-rec-member/
https://www.hra.nhs.uk/about-us/committees-and-services/res-and-recs/become-rec-member/
https://www.hra.nhs.uk/about-us/committees-and-services/res-and-recs/become-rec-member/
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/researchers/influence-our-research.htm
mailto:digby.ingle@rmh.nhs.uk

