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Clinical Research Fellows’  

Training and Education Newsletter Autumn 2019 

RM/ICR BRC website: https://www.cancerbrc.org/ 

 

 

This edition includes: 

1. News 

2. Forthcoming Events 

3. Career Development Support and Resources  

Send us your clinical research stories here 

 

  

1. News 

RM /ICR BRC training and education  

 

 Pan-London Fellowships to improve cancer care . 3 RM researchers (Paula Adkin, Ben Hunter 

and Jennifer McCracken) have been awarded fellowships to improve cancer care and 

experience.  The 12 month programme is a partnership between the 3 Cancer Alliances 

across London and the BRCs at Imperial College and The Royal Marsden/Institute of Cancer 

Research. The fellowships for 2019/20 are focusing on improving early diagnosis, living with 

and beyond cancer and analysis of big data. 

 

 4 BRC Fellows (Anita Wale, Fiona Turkes, Nithya Paranthaman, Aislinn Macklin-Doherty) 

attended the prestigious NIHR Infrastructure Training Camp which was held in July 2019. Dr 

Anita Wale won the best PPI poster presentation award.  

 

 

 
Prof Dave Jones, Dean for the NIHR Academy presenting Dr Anita Wale with the winning certificate   

https://www.cancerbrc.org/
mailto:digby.ingle@rmh.nhs.uk
https://rmpartners.nhs.uk/pan-london-fellowships-to-improve-cancer-care/
http://www.profbriefings.co.uk/nihr/idrtc2019/idrtc19regform.html
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 Clinical Academic Forum (CAF) held 11 September 2019. Professor Ros Eeles ran a session on 

‘Managing Collaboration and Networking’. The CAF is particularly useful network for early 

career clinical academics.  The next CAF is 2 December 2019, 12-1.30pm.    

 

 Imperial College London won funding to host a Centre for Doctoral Training (CDT) in AI and 

Healthcare  .  Students of computer science, mathematics, and engineering, as well as 

clinicians trained as PhD fellows on the four-year PhD courses will be supervised by experts 

(including RM) in both AI and healthcare. The system has closed for applications for entry in 

October 2019 but they are preparing the next application cycle for 2020.      

 

 The ICR and Imperial College invited expressions of interest for Clinical Academic Training 

Fellowships, starting in the 2020/21 academic year. Up to five fellowships for clinical PhDs 

are available in 2020. These fellowships aim to support the training of future clinical 

academic leaders in cancer research, and to expose clinical trainees to world-class training in 

fundamental cell and molecular biology, therapeutics, radiotherapy, surgery – and also to 

convergence science through the ICR/Imperial Convergence Science Centre.  

 

 Vicky Aubrey, RM specialist dietician, was awarded a NIHR Pre-Doctoral Clinical Academic 

Fellowship for September 2019.  

 

 ICR alumni returned to inspire the next generation of researchers at the 2019 Student 

Conference (25-26/6/19). Current ICR PhD students gathered together for the ICR’s annual 

Student Conference.  Read more  

 

 Several RM staff members recently completed the Imperial AHSC Leadership Development 

Programme including the BRC’s Dr Richard Lee (3rd from left) : 

 

 
 

 NIHR BRC uncommon cancers theme engagement event “what does the future hold for 

melanoma and urological cancers?”  held in July 2019. We welcomed over 100 attendees. 

 

 Imperial AHSC marked the 10th anniversary of an innovative programme to encourage 

hospital staff to get involved in research at a special event last week. More than 60 staff 

attended from RM, Imperial College London, Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust and the 

Royal Brompton.    

 

https://www.cancerbrc.org/brc-training-hub/support-clinical-researchers
https://ai4health.io/training/
https://ai4health.io/training/
https://www.icr.ac.uk/our-research/centres-and-collaborations/strategic-collaborations/convergence-science-centre
https://www.icr.ac.uk/news-archive/icr-alumni-return-to-inspire-the-next-generation-at-the-2019-student-conference?utm_source=Newsletters&utm_campaign=6a7af7e372-science-highlights-2019-08-08&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bbfaf526e0-6a7af7e372-102507437
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/news/191926/health-staff-stepped-into-research-celebrate/
http://royalmarsden/matters/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2019/07/JMP_3198.jpg
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 Dr Shelize Khakoo,  Specialty Registrar, Medical Oncology, was awarded the EACR poster 

prize at the EACR-ESMO Joint Conference on Liquid Biopsies (May 2019).  

 

Infrastructure 

 ICR joins Imperial’s Academic Health Science Centre partnership Professor Jonathan Weber, 

Director of Imperial College AHSC, said: “With the added weight of the ICR, expansion of our 

AHSC membership will enable us to further develop our ambitious programme to improve 

clinical care through research, education and training especially in cancer, so that our impact 

is not just felt in our organisations but by patients, health services and wider society.”    

 

 Work begins on developing a single, new NIHR centre that will lead public involvement and 

research dissemination for NIHR from April 2020 . The new centre will be expected to 

embrace INVOLVE’s values and principles and will work to deliver the recommendations 

in Going the Extra Mile, including embedding the UK Standards for Public Involvement across 

NIHR infrastructure and funding programmes. 

 

 Over 500 Clinical Research Practitioners join CRP Directory. The Directory is a collaboration 

between the NIHR and the Academy for Healthcare Science. It’s a space for CRPs to be 

consulted and to contribute to an application seeking an accredited register for CRPs. Joining 

the Directory serves as the first step in preparing to apply for registration.  

 

 The ICR and Imperial College London are coming together with funding from Cancer 

Research UK to launch a new £13m convergence science centre. Their shared vision is for a 

centre dedicated to convergence science that integrates the knowledge, methods and 

expertise from different disciplines – from physics to data science, and from engineering and 

the biological sciences to medicine.  

 

 £9m was awarded to collaboratively improve healthcare in NW London through 
research.  The new Applied Research Collaboration  (ARC – previously known as NIHR 
CLAHRC NWL) will support implementation of research into practice, making tangible 
improvements for patients, the public and to health and care services.   
 

 The new and improved NIHR website was launched on 17th July   

 

 Podcast: Advanced Therapies In Clinical Research. Catch up with the latest in the Health 

Research Futures podcast series exploring the hot topics in research.  Dr Fiona 

Thistlethwaite covers Advanced Therapies in Clinical Research 

  

 Trusts will face new questions from CQC inspectors on their efforts to involve clinical 

research in the work of the organisation. CQC has been working with the NIHR to strengthen 

how research and innovation is assessed.  

 

 In August, 95 new items were added to the database of The Royal Marsden Research 

Outputs.  To add your 2019 research to the list, please contact the Library. 
 
 

https://magazine.eacr.org/eacr-esmo-joint-conference-on-liquid-biopsies-2019/
https://www.ahsc.org.uk/news/icr-joins-imperials-academic-health-science-centre-partnership/
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/news/work-begins-on-developing-a-single-new-nihr-centre-that-will-lead-public-involvement-and-research-dissemination-for-nihr-from-april-2020/21924
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/news/work-begins-on-developing-a-single-new-nihr-centre-that-will-lead-public-involvement-and-research-dissemination-for-nihr-from-april-2020/21924
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/about-us/our-contribution-to-research/how-we-involve-patients-carers-and-the-public/Going-the-Extra-Mile.pdf
https://sites.google.com/nihr.ac.uk/pi-standards/home
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/health-and-care-professionals/career-development/crp-directory.htm
https://www.icr.ac.uk/news-archive/tumour-liquifying-microbubbles-and-immune-cell-tracking-uk-s-first-convergence-science-centre-officially-launches?utm_source=Newsletters&utm_campaign=6a7af7e372-science-highlights-2019-08-08&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bbfaf526e0-6a7af7e372-102507437
http://clahrc-northwestlondon.nihr.ac.uk/news/07-2019
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/news/announcing-the-launch-of-our-new-website/21463
https://soundcloud.com/nihr/dr-fiona-thistlethwaite-and-advanced-therapies-in-clinical-research-mixdown
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/health-and-care-professionals/engagement-and-participation-in-research/embedding-a-research-culture.htm
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/health-and-care-professionals/engagement-and-participation-in-research/embedding-a-research-culture.htm
http://bit.ly/RMHResearch
http://bit.ly/RMHResearch
mailto:library@rmh.nhs.uk
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 On 16/07/19 The BRC welcomed colleagues from the NIHR to discuss two key funding 

programmes, the Research for Patient Benefit (RfPB) programme and Programme Grants for 

Applied Research (PGfAR). The aim of the event was to give advice on applying to these two 

funding programmes. There were also well received contributions from The ICR, the NIHR 

research impact team and Research Design Service.   

 

 

2. Forthcoming Events 

Internal 

 The Royal Marsden Annual General Meeting, 18 September 2019 at The Royal Marsden 
Education and Conference Centre. Presentations will be on the MR Linac – One year on from 
the UK’s first patient.   
 

 Sarcoma Educational Update and Inaugural Joint RM-ICR Sarcoma Research Centre 
Symposium 24 September 2019, at The Royal Marsden Education and Conference Centre  

 

 What does the future hold for hairy cell leukaemia? 28 September 2019, 11:30 to 16:30 at 

The Royal Marsden Education and Conference Centre. Get the latest clinical research 

innovations in hairy cell leukaemia (HCL) and what this means for treatment and care. Aimed 

at patients, carers, family and friends.  

 

 What does the future hold for breast cancer? 1 October 2019, 5-8pm at ICR, Sutton. This 
event will showcase the work of our NIHR BRC breast cancer research theme, and is aimed 
at patients, carers, family and friends.   

   

 12th Annual Royal Marsden Breast Cancer Meeting: Hot Topics in Breast Cancer, 4 October 
2019 at the Royal College of Physicians, London.   

 

 What does the future hold for gynaecological cancers and sarcoma? 8 October 2019 at The 
Royal Marsden Education and Conference Centre.  This event will showcase the work of our 
gynaecology and sarcoma research units as part of our NIHR BRC uncommon cancer 
research theme, and is aimed at patients, carers, family and friends.  
 

 The Royal Marsden Kidney & Prostate Cancer Meeting: Dilemmas from Diagnosis to 
Treatment, 11 October 2019, 4 -7.45pm: Royal Marsden Education and Conference Centre.  
 

 Magnetic Resonance Image Guided Radiotherapy (MRIgRT) course.   21-22 October 2019, 
We are hosting a two day course to improve understanding of MRIgRT, focussing on the 
knowledge and skills required to support current and future needs in radiotherapy. The 
course will be held on Sutton, London.   
 

 AcoRD workshop: calculating and attributing the costs of research on Friday 17 October 
2019 (Sutton). Email Lisa Leavey to book a place. 

 

 R&D induction programme: introduction to setting up and running a clinical trial on 
Wednesday 30 October 2019. Email Lucy Clissold or Julia Blackburn to book a place. 

 

https://www.cancerbrc.org/news-events/news/biomedical-research-and-nihr-funding-schemes
http://royalmarsden/matters/2019/08/30/the-royal-marsden-annual-general-meeting-2019/
https://shared-d7-royalmarsden-publicne-live.s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/files_trust/s3fs-public/6524%20RMH%20Soft%20Tissue%20Sarcoma%20programme%20web%2018-06-19_0.pdf
https://shared-d7-royalmarsden-publicne-live.s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/files_trust/s3fs-public/6524%20RMH%20Soft%20Tissue%20Sarcoma%20programme%20web%2018-06-19_0.pdf
https://www.cancerbrc.org/hairy-cell-event
https://www.cancerbrc.org/breast-cancer
https://www.royalmarsden.nhs.uk/12th-annual-royal-marsden-breast-cancer-meeting-hot-topics-breast-cancer
https://www.cancerbrc.org/gynae-and-sarcoma
https://www.royalmarsden.nhs.uk/royal-marsden-kidney-prostate-cancer-meeting-dilemmas-diagnosis-treatment
https://www.royalmarsden.nhs.uk/royal-marsden-kidney-prostate-cancer-meeting-dilemmas-diagnosis-treatment
https://www.icr.ac.uk/studying-and-training/opportunities-for-clinicians/radiotherapy-and-imaging-training-courses/magnetic-resonance-image-guided-radiotherapy-(mrigrt)
mailto:lisa.leavey@rmh.nhs.uk
mailto:lucy.clissold@rmh.nhs.uk
mailto:julia.blackburn@rmh.nhs.uk
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 The Royal Marsden Haemato-Oncology Study Day, 25 November 2019  at the Royal Marsden 

Education and Conference Centre, London.    

 

 The Sixth Royal Marsden Lung Cancer Symposium, is being held in London, 20 Nov 2019. 

 

 Practical aspects of GCP training Monday 2 December 2019. Email Lisa Leavey to book. 
 

External 

 NIHR Regional Events – click here and calendar   

 

 Cancer Research UK–AACR Joint Conference on Engineering and Physical Sciences in 
Oncology in London, 15-17 September 2019.   
   

 2nd Crick International Cancer Conference, London 15- 17 Sep 2019. 
 

 NW London Research Symposium for Healthcare Professionals 26 September 2019. 
An Imperial AHSC invite for Healthcare Professionals (Nurses, Midwives, Allied Health 
Professionals, Clinical Psychologists, Pharmacists and Healthcare Scientists). This popular 
free event will enable you to network with other Healthcare Professionals from across the 
Imperial AHSC and NW London area.  

 

 NIHR CRN Cancer Industry Event - The Current Research Landscape for Cancer in the UK 
24 October 2019, London.  
 

 UK Biobanking Showcase, Nottingham,  19 November 2019   
 

 2019 BOPA/ISOPP Symposium, 10-13 October 2019, London. XVIII International Symposium 

on Oncology Pharmacy Practice.  

 

 2019 NCRI Cancer Conference, 3-5 November 2019, Glasgow.  

 

 Head and Neck Cancer International Conference, Brighton, 6-7 Nov 2019. 

 

3. Career Development Support and Resources 
 NIHR funding and support round up   

 

 NIHR RDS drop-in sessions at centres across London – offers researchers the opportunity to 
talk to experts about their funding application or starting a research study.   A request 
support service is also provided. Click here for the link    
 

 NIHR (July 2019) have produced the Health Services Research Toolkit  . It is a national 
resource for researchers who are interested in or already delivering research with a focus on 
improving the quality, accessibility and organisation of health services.  

 

https://www.royalmarsden.nhs.uk/royal-marsden-haemato-oncology-study-day
https://shared-d7-royalmarsden-public.s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/files_trust/s3fs-public/6512%20RMH%20Lung%20Cancer%20programme%20proof%205.pdf
mailto:lisa.leavey@rmh.nhs.uk
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/news-and-events/events/
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/news-and-events/events/events-calendar-view.htm#view!month!1556668800000!67
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/funding-for-researchers/research-events-and-conferences/cruk-aacr-joint-conference-2019/speakers?utm_campaign=CRUK_AACR19&utm_source=ccmp&utm_medium=email&cid=71908&mid=157313887
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/funding-for-researchers/research-events-and-conferences/cruk-aacr-joint-conference-2019/speakers?utm_campaign=CRUK_AACR19&utm_source=ccmp&utm_medium=email&cid=71908&mid=157313887
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/2nd-crick-international-cancer-conference-tickets-59575105745?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://imperial.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_a9HWcMi8aeuDw3z
https://nihr.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c3e52fead6296066e2db3ff3d&id=267ba468f7&e=9490263c3e
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/events/uk-biobanking-showcase/21696
https://www.bopawebsite.org/content/bopa-annual-symposium-2019-isopp
https://conference.ncri.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/head-neck-cancer-international-conference-2019-hncconf2019-day1-tickets-52864948484?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://mailchi.mp/nihr/nihr-funding-and-support-round-up-c78gfcbfca-161263?e=76b4ff7431
https://www.rds-london.nihr.ac.uk/news/event-type/drop-in-sessions/
https://www.rds-london.nihr.ac.uk/request-support/
https://sites.google.com/nihr.ac.uk/hsrtoolkit/home
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 NIHR has undertaken an impact synthesis and produced 100 Impact Case Studies which 

highlight the benefits and wider impacts of research, capacity building, and other activities 

undertaken with NIHR's support since 200.  

 

 Imperial AHSC Clinical Research Training Framework. A new clinical research training 
framework has been developed to support clinical staff to develop a detailed understanding 
of research, and research skills. The framework will allow and accredit staff to support NIHR 
and industry trials, or develop their own clinical-academic careers. For more information 
visit: CTRF    

 

 
 

 NIHR have published new guidance notes: 
- Studies within a Trial (SWAT) (published 18/7/19) 
- Impact and Value Report  (published 12/7/19) 
- Optimising the Participant in Research Experience Checklist (published 11/7/19) 
- The five most common impact mistakes in NIHR applications (published 5/7/19) 
- Building a research career (published 24/6/19)  
- Clinical Trials Guide (published 24/6/19)  
- FAQs: CL and ACF (published 19/6/19)  
- NIHR Fellowships Summary (published 12/6/19) 
- NIHR Pre-doctoral Fellowships Guidance Notes (published 12/6/19)    

 

 Video: NIHR Doctoral Fellows talk about their experience as doctoral trainees   
 

 The NIHR Dissemination Centre (DC) produces Signals, which are timely summaries of 

important research. Raters help to decide which research findings are worth sharing as an 

NIHR Signal and the NIHR DC are particularly keen to encourage more nurses to get involved. 

Click on this link if you are interested. An example of an NIHR Signal [Whole-body MRI is 

effective for identifying metastatic disease in colorectal cancer patients, 23/7/19] can be 

found here .  

 

 Rand Europe Report (Dec 2018) Enabling NHS staff to contribute to research: reflecting on 
current practice and informing future opportunities. For further info click here. 
 

 Report published Artificial intelligence and health Summary report of a roundtable held on 

16 January 2019. The roundtable was held by AMS/MRC/NIHR.   
 

https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/the-national-institute-for-health-research-at-10-years-an-impact-synthesis-100-impact-case-studies/12172
http://www.imperial.ac.uk/medicine/study/clinical-academic-training-office/research-training-framework/
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/studies-within-a-trial-swat/21512
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/impact-and-value-report/21427
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/optimising-the-participant-in-research-experience-checklist/21378
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/the-five-most-common-impact-mistakes-in-nihr-applications/21320
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/building-a-research-career/20571
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/clinical-trials-guide/20595
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/faq-cl-and-acf-2019/20230
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/nihr-fellowships-summary/19900
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/nihr-pre-doctoral-fellowships-guidance-notes/19903
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_p2lGTjgYyo
https://www.dc.nihr.ac.uk/get-involved/raters.htm?utm_campaign=1069317_Research%20and%20Innovation%20Bulletin%20-%20Vol%2010%20Issue%2016%20%2814-08-2019%29&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Dotmailer&dm_i=4JL6,MX39,4Z26UF,2OYC1,1
https://discover.dc.nihr.ac.uk/content/signal-000797/identifying-metastatic-disease-in-colorectal-cancer-with-whole-body-mri
https://www.rand.org/randeurope/research/projects/enabling-nhs-staff-to-contribute-to-research.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2679.html
https://acmedsci.ac.uk/more/news/the-future-of-artificial-intelligence-in-health-?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=August%20public%20newsletter&utm_content=August%20public%20newsletter+CID_f9e0d169f44b91544e5c7d5e5f75d053&utm_source=Email%20marketing&utm_term=Artificial%20intelligence%20and%20health

